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Happy Birthday 
 “There are only two ways to live your life. One is as though 
nothing is a miracle. The other is as though everything is a 
miracle.” -- Albert Einstein 

 James Whittaker  Apr 2nd 

 Sherie Green   Apr 3rd 

 Michael Barela  Apr 5th 

 Roy DeSousa   Apr 7th 

 Frank Gerke   Apr 8th 

 Mark Huffman  Apr 9th 

 Scott Carswell   Apr 10th 

 Kim Hillyer   Apr 11th 

 "Bobby" Harbaugh  Apr 13th 

 Dave Dyke    Apr 13th 

 Joaquin Beltran  Apr 15th 

 John Surber   Apr 18th 

 Dan Wirkkala   Apr 19th 

 M. Lynn Putnam  Apr 19th 

 Bill Long    Apr 23rd 

 George Gaimster  Apr 26th 

 D. Glenn Hammarstedt   Apr 26th 

 Dan Green    Apr 27th 

 

Happy Anniversary 
 
“Treat all others with the respect they deserve, not 

with the respect you intend to gain.” -- Peckeroy 
 

 Lisa Upton   1 Yr     Apr 7th 

 Anthony Linde  1 Yr     Apr 24th 

 Nolan Osborne  2 Yrs   Apr 9th 

 Jennifer McAllister  2 Yrs   Apr 22nd 

 Deborah Blakeley  3 Yrs   Apr 14th 

 Ken DeRocher   3 Yrs   Apr 3rd 

 Gerard Lee   6 Yrs   Apr 30th 

 Henry LaCount  10 Yrs Apr 12th 

 

   Bravos! 
 
Thank you Robben for all the help you’ve given me. Your 
team playing attitude and always willing to help is very much 
appreciated.  You are awesome!   
Keep smiling!   = )     Elizabeth 
 
Bravo to Jason Blakey on Truck 40 for doing such a great job 
with the Wood Stone load to Bear Creek Steak House! 

 

SPD WELCOME WAGON 
for April 

 
We would like to welcome a few new hires here at 
SPD. 
 
Michelle Ilgenfritz - Controller 
Michelle joined the SPD family on February 13th.  
Michelle came from a local company and has an 
extensive back ground in accounting that will be a 
breath of fresh air to SPD.  Michelle is married 
and has a 2 year old son. 
 
Brian Pederson – Sales 
Brian joined the SPD family on April 2nd.  He 
relocated about a year ago from Pittsburg PA to the 
lovely state of Washington.  His back ground is 
logistics.  His prior employer’s were the Hub Group 
& Burlington Northern Sante Fe Logistics.  Brian is 
married and has two boys, 4 & 5 years old.  
 
Drivers:   Team: 
Jason Stevens  Gary Bouse 
Michael Johnson  Rick Terletter 
 
WELCOME to the family. 
 
And we cannot forget the farewells & well wishes: 
Kyle Parnell 
 

  

http://www.quotemountain.com/fullsearch.php?searchtxt=Peckeroy&matching=3


 

 

Driver Spotlight!  

Driver of the Month of April 

Tommy Thompson TK #28 

 
Tommy stared his CDL career driving dump truck.  
As all the kids grew up and moved away, he 
decided to end his dump truck career, for nearly 
22 years with an early retirement.  Tommy and 
his wife Edie had always wanted to drive over the 
road, so that’s just what they did.  
 
They relocated from Orcas Island, Washington to 
Middlebury, Indiana with some close friends and 
started hauling tent trailers for JAYCO RV’s.  
They ran those RV’s for about 2 years.  In those 2 
years of hauling RV’s they would stop in and visit 
Dan Wirkkala to chat about employment here at 
SPD.  They thought it was too good to be true, so 
eventually, um actually, the 3rd time visiting SPD 
they had finally filled the position.  As Tommy and 
his wife drove away they received a phone call 
saying there now was a position open, and they 
had 3 days to get from Indiana to Washington.  
They have been with SPD  for the last 11-12 
years.  And yes it has been too good to be true; 
this has been the best place to work, especially 
with Dave they said.  
 
Tommy currently drives truck #28 and hauls just 
about anything to anywhere.  
 
Alongside of Tommy during his trips, is his wife 
Edie and two dogs, Cuddles & Amber.  
 
Tommy & Edie have 3 children & 7 grand 
children.  They often visit their son on Shaw 
Island, which is near the San Juan Islands here in 
Washington.  Their oldest son lives in Bow 
Washington and their daughter lives in Salt Lake 
City Utah.  
 
As Edie keeps Tommy in line, his joy and hobby 
right now is to spoil his granddaughter.  

 

 

 

 

Tid bits & FYI’s  

from each department 
 

Dispatch: 

 
Please always remember to send in your 
messages!!!  
*Loaded and leaving             
*Want to go back out on 
*Arrived at shipper                  
*Delivery dropped/not final 
*Final delivery                           
*34hour reset information 
 
And always call or Qualcom into dispatch when 
you are empty. If you don’t hear from us within 
the hour, please do it again. 
 

Billing: 
 
Signatures are EXTREMLY important. They are 
our proof of delivery and picking up, therefore if 
we do not get the signature, we do not get paid. 
Also, YOUR signature needs to be legible and 
filled out in order for you to get paid as well.  
 

Shop: 
 
Please remember repair orders can be sent in at 
any time BEFORE arriving in the yard.  The 
sooner the information gets into the shop the 
better. 
 

Safety/Payroll: 
 
The Trip pak process has changed once again. 
Please turn Trip Paks into the Safety/Payroll 
trailer, or in the mail room in the designated box.  
They do not need to go directly to Dana any 
longer.  
 

 

 



 

 

Police to focus on aggressive drivers  
 

The special 

enforcement 

campaign 

runs this 

week through 

April 19.  

 

The 

Associated Press 

 

4/13/2009  

BOISE, Idaho — The Idaho Transportation 

Department is teaming up with law enforcement all 

across the state to target aggressive motorists.  

And that includes speeders, tailgaters, drivers who 

change lanes without signaling and motorists who 

ignore yellow lights and other traffic signs and signals.  

The special enforcement campaign runs this week 

through April 19.  

Cecilia Arritola, with the agency's Office of Highway 

Operations and Safety, says aggressive driving is a 

serious problem in the state. She says more than half 

of all traffic deaths are caused by aggressive drivers.  

All week long, police patrols will be extra sensitive to 

drivers breaking speed limits and other traffic laws.  

 
The Trucker staff can be reached for comment at 

editor@thetrucker.com. 

Safety tips for Truckers  

 
Bottom line — Demonstrate your confidence in 

your ability as a driver by recognizing that changes 

make every trip different and respond accordingly.  
 

Truckers Connection 
 

4/13/2009  

How do you respond to trips over the same highways?  

I was on my way to Pueblo, Colo., by way of Wolf 

Creek. The weather was freezing and there was ice and 

snow on the pass. The chain law, however, was not 

posted. Since I was pulling an empty flatbed trailer and 

not being any more experienced than I was at the time, 

I came down slow and easy.  

Approaching Ft. Garland, I met one of our company 

trucks headed west and the driver asked about the hill. 

I radioed back that it was tough and that I had slipped 

a few times. His comment, "Oh, that's alright, I have 

been over the hill a 100 times."  

 

The next morning at the terminal, there was a notice 

posted on the bulletin board. That driver had jack-

knifed going down the other side near Pagosa Springs 

and had wrecked with his load of pipe. The notice 

indicated that he would be in the hospital for six 

months to a year with injuries.  

Some tips to draw from the experience:  

1. The most critical areas are those that we think we 

are the most familiar with. His famous last words, "I 

have been over the hill a 100 times," must have been 

ringing in his ears as he was going over. 

Overconfidence breeds carelessness.  

2.  Things change; road conditions change; weather 

changes. Construction projects spring up at the most 

inopportune times. Traffic in front or behind you can 

affect your actions.  

3.  Your equipment is in a constant state of change. 

Technology, wear and tear, depreciation all contribute 

to different methods of operation.  

Bottom line — Demonstrate your confidence in your 

ability as a driver by recognizing that changes make 

every trip different and respond accordingly.  

That's the way I see it.  

To post your comments about this article, e-mail to 

splatty@targetmediapartners.com. 

mailto:editor@thetrucker.com
mailto:splatty@targetmediapartners.com


 

 

An elderly couple walks into a fast food restaurant. They 

order one hamburger, one order of fries, and one drink. 

 

 The old man unwraps the plain hamburger and carefully 

cuts it in half. He places one half in front of his wife. He 

then carefully counts out the fries, dividing them into 

two piles and neatly placing one pile in front of his wife. 

He takes a sip of the drink, his wife takes a sip, and then 

he sets the cup down between them. As he begins to eat 

his few bites of hamburger, the people around them keep 

looking over and whispering, "That poor old couple -- 

all they can afford is one meal for the two of them."  

 

As the man begins to eat his fries, a young man comes to 

the table. He politely offers to buy another meal for the 

old couple. The old man replies that they're just fine -- 

they're just used to sharing everything. 

 

The surrounding people notice the little old lady hasn't 

eaten a bite. She sits there watching her husband eat and 

occasionally taking turns sipping the drink. 

 

 Again the young man comes over and begs them to let 

him buy another meal for them. 

 

This time the old woman says, "No, thank you, we are 

used to sharing everything."  

 

As the old man finishes and wipes his face neatly with 

the napkin, the young man again comes over to the little 

old lady who had yet to eat a single bite of food and 

asks, "May I ask what is it you are waiting for?" 

 

The old woman answers, "THE TEETH." 

          Forrest Gump 

 

ALABAMA JOHNSON 
ARMY KENNEDY 
BOAT LEG BRACES 
BOX OF CHOCOLATES LIEUTENANT DAN 
BUBBA MAMA 
BUS STOP NIXON 
COLLEGE PING-PONG 
CONGRESSIONAL PRESIDENT 
MEDAL OF HONOR RUNNING 
ELVIS PRESLEY SHRIMP 
FOOTBALL SUCCESS 
FORREST GUMP TOM HANKS 
HIPPIE VIETNAM WAR 
HURRICANE WATERGATE 
JENNY  

To answer the trivia question, 

 look for a word or phrase that is hidden in the puzzle,  

but not in the word list. 

Trivia:  In the beginning of the movie,  

|Forrest Gump is sitting at the Bus Stop with a 

 book in his hand.   
 

What book is Forrest holding?   

 

Answer: _______________________________ 

 

 

 


