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Happy Birthday 
 “You know you are getting old when the 
candles cost more than the cake.”  
- Bob Hope 

Ò Duane Martinson Aug 4
th

 

Ò Karen Hoeye  Aug 7
th

 

Ò Jason Blakeley Aug 10
th

 

Ò Kris Martin  Aug 10
th

 

Ò Phillip Reich  Aug 10
th

 

Ò Troy Fuller  Aug 12
th

 

Ò Chris Zondlo   Aug 19
th

 

Ò Robert Adams  Aug 21
th

 

Ò Mark Nomeland Aug 30
th 

 
 

 

Happy Anniversary 
Our gratitude and appreciation for your hard work 

and dedication surpasses words. Thanks! 

 
Kites rise highest against the wind -- not with it.  

- Sir Winston Churchill 

 

Ò Elizabeth Arellano 1 Year 

Ò Jeff Hillyer  1 Year 

Ò John Surber  1 Year 

Ò Kim Hillyer  1 Year 

Ò Nate Herron  1 Year 

Ò Robert Adams  1 Year 

Ò Surber, Robin  1 Year 

Ò Tom King  1 Year 

Ò Roger Pepper  2 Years 

Ò Russ Kemner  2 Years 

Ò Lisa Leoso  3 Years 

Ò Mike Green  4 Years 

Ò Sherie Green  4 Years 

Ò Michael Barela 5 Years 

Ò Chris Tauzin  9 Years 

Bravos!  
 

 

 
Cudo's and many thanks to Kyle Parnell and Team 

Harbaugh for the assistance they gave to The 

McCormack's in early June with their troublesome 

load! :o)  You guys have no idea how much we 

appreciate your help.   "Muchos Gracias, Amigos!", 

from Tito and Sanchez.  Jerry and Linn #62 

 

This Bravo goes out to Joe Speek. He stopped and 

helped another trucker whose truck had broken down. 

The driver of this broken truck was very grateful of 

Joe's help and made sure to call our office to let us 

know. Not many drivers out there are willing to help 

a fellow driver out these days, and this trucker 

wanted us to know what a great driver we have in 

Joe. 

 

Dana would like to thank Lisa Leoso and Mark Ross 

for all of the help & support regarding the Tulsa 

Schedule.  I wouldn’t be able to do it without the 

both of them!! 

 

 I would like to give bravos to Liz and Jen for their 

continued hard work and help!! – Teresa                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

California Pushes Limit on Idling: 

Truckers Better Know Their Options 

By Phil Romba 

http://www.careersingear.com/trucking-

news/Trucking_Equipment 
 
Time just ran out on idling in the Golden State. As of Jan. 1, 
2008, truckers in California cannot idle engines for more than 
five minutesðeven when they are resting. Californiaôs regulation 
means the industry will likely see a significant increase in the use 
of auxiliary power units or non-diesel-fired sources to keep 
drivers warm or cool while they rest.  
 
If you donôt operate in California, donôt worryðfor nowðalthough 
25 states currently have idle-limiting statutes, according to the 
American Transportation Research Institute. Municipal and state 
officials are becoming increasingly aware of the amount of diesel 
exhaust emitted by trucks even as the industry has invested 
billions of dollars in cleaner-burning fuels and engines. 
 
Thereôs no time like the present, then, to consider options to shut 
down, cool-off or warm-up, while off duty. Even if you donôt run in 
California, the current price of fuel could be reason enough to 
invest in an idle-limiting solution.  
 
The California Air Resources Board estimates devices like 
auxiliary power units pay for themselves in as few as eight 
months or as many as three years. There are two general 
approaches to limiting idling, using facilities-based or on-truck 
devices. 
 
Several facilities-based options are offered by IdleAire and 
Shorepower. Both allow drivers to shut down the engine, 
although each provides different services and requires different 
equipment on the truck. 
 
IdleAire lists 126 truck stops that offer its services, including 11 
in California. Parked trucks receive heat or air conditioning via 
flexible tubing. A $10 plastic adapter installs in the passenger 
window to receive the delivery tube. The service offers a touch-
screen computer, high-speed Internet access, telephone service 
with free local calls, 120-volt electrical outlets and television 
programs. Users pay for services by the minute. 
 
Shorepower has a smaller network, serving truckers at six truck 
stops in Oregon and Washington, according to its Web site. It 
provides service using pedestals with connections for 120- and 
240-volt electricity, cable television, telephone and Internet. 
Drivers can plug in using a heavy-duty electric extension cord to 
power an in-cab electrical appliance or computer.  
 
More extensive electrical distribution kits are available for 
Shorepower that enable additional in-cab electrical appliances 
and devices to be powered. A cab-mounted load center and 
wiring harness route power to several amenities including 
heating, air conditioning, cooking and entertainment devices, as 
well as an engine block heater. Some truck makers, including 
Volvo Trucks North America, offer kits that are compatible with 
Shorepower. 
 
The most popular on-truck idle-limiting choice is the auxiliary 
power unit (APU) that powers accessories in a truck cab to heat 
or cool it while the truckôs engine is off. Most APUs also charge 
vehicle batteries. The APU has a small diesel engine that uses a 
fraction of the fuel used by an idling truck engine (1-2 gallons per 
hour) and emits a fraction of the exhaust. 

 American Trucking Associations 
Partners With Big Truck TV to 
Distribute Video on Web 

ARLINGTON, Va., July 10, 2008 /PRNewswire-US Newswire via 
COMTEX/ ----The American Trucking Associations announced 
today the launch of an online video channel for communicating 
the trucking industry's critical issues to members, legislators, 
regulators and the public.  

To accomplish its objectives the ATA has chosen BTTV as its 
production, technology and distribution partner. BTTV is the 
leading provider of video services in the trucking industry and 
has the industries only library of extensive case based video 
content available on its web site www.bigtrucktv.com. The BTTV 
video library includes exclusive case studies from some of the 
most successful companies in America. In each of these case 
studies BTTV examines a critical issue facing the company, how 
they resolved this issue and how it impacted their bottom-line. In 
addition to its library of video content BTTV has an extensive 
question and answer database where users of the site can 
submit questions to industry experts.  

By partnering with BTTV the ATA will build out the industry's only 
distributed video network by offering embedded video player 
widgets to hundreds of trucking industry website owners, 
including state trucking associations, ATA-affiliated councils and 
conferences, and ATA association member companies. 
Combining this distribution with BTTV's existing site and 
network, the ATA will be capable of reaching more people online 
than any other single media source in the industry.  

The ATA has launched its own channel on BTTV to distribute a 
regular series of video updates and press releases articulating 
the industry's position on numerous critical issues. The BTTV 
viewer residing on two of ATA's web sites (www.truckline.com 
and www.trucksdeliver.org) allows users to view ATA videos and 
the ATA channel and to connect to the BTTV site.  

The initial rollout of the video network commenced on May 8th, 
2008, with the public launch of the ATA channel on BTTV and 
the availability of the BTTV video player on ATA affiliated 
organization and member company web sites.  
SOURCE American Trucking Associations 
http://www.bigtrucktv.com  

Copyright (C) 2008 PR Newswire  
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SPD Welcomes!  
 

SPD would like to welcome the following drivers to 

our fleet! 

 

Jaime Barrientos  Driving  Truck 65 

Roy DeSousa  Driving Truck 82 

 

Welcome back 
Skyland Markin Driving Truck 35 

 

Please welcome our new Owner Operators! 

 

Kyle Junker  & Gwen Junker  Truck 546 

Bill Long  & Jane Long  Truck 521 

 

Welcome backs go out to  
Rodney Ahearn  Truck 575   

 

 
Note from the shop:  

Just a simple reminder that when you call me, please 

roll up your window and turn off all other audio 

devices, so that I am able to hear you, and not all of 

the background sounds. Also when you ask me a 

question please wait for me to respond, before asking 

another question or making a comment.  I believe 

that doing this will make our communication a lot 

better, and be beneficial for all of us.  

 

Thank you,  

Mike Young 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WORD SEARCH! 
 
Find the words that have been hidden in the grid, and then read 
what Sir Isaac Newton replied when Edmund Halley criticized 
him for having spent the last years of his life studying astrology! 

(Un-used letters spell out message) 

 
 

Air 
Aquarius 
Aries 
Cancer 
Capricorn 
Cardinal 
Earth 
Fire 
Fixed 
Gemini  

House 
Jupiter 
Leo 
Libra 
Mars 
Mercury 
Moon 
Mutable 
Neptune 
Pisces  

Pluto 
Sagittarius 
Saturn 
Scorpio 
Taurus 
Uranus 
Venus 
Virgo 
Water  

State patrol looking for speeders 
in work zones 

By Jackson Holtz 
Herald Writer 
 
MARYSVILLE ï Washington State Patrol troopers arenôt mowing 
the grass when they sit on state Department of Transportation 
equipment in the I-5 median. 
 
Theyôre using radar to nab people speeding through construction 
and other work areas on the busy freeway. 
 
Theyôre not trying to hide; theyôre just trying to remind people to 
slow down when passing work crews. 
 
State troopers are on I-5 in the Smokey Point area today sitting 
on mowers, tractors and other equipment conducting a special 
emphasis, trooper Keith Leary said. 
Fines for people caught speeding in construction and work areas 
are doubled, he said. 

mailto:jholtz@heraldnet.com


 

 

Road repairs will shut Everett's I-5 
lanes overnight again 

Crews should have expansion joint fixes done by 

end of August 

EVERETT -- Nighttime drivers on I-5 are asked to 
slow down through Everett while crews repair a 
dozen expansion joints on the freeway. 
 
Work began late Wednesday on the stretch of I-5 
between Marine View Drive and 41st Street SE. The 
joint work is expected to be finished by the end of 
August, said Pat McCormick, a chief engineer for the 
state Department of Transportation. 
 
The expansion joints connect raised segments of the 
freeway and allow the concrete to contract and 
expand as the temperature changes without 
damaging the roadway. "As you get older, your joints 
just go bad," McCormick said. "It isn't much different 
with concrete." 
 
The joint repairs are part of the Department of 
Transportation's $263.4 million effort to revamp I-5 
through Everett. The state usually repairs joints on 
highways and freeways as part of larger construction 
projects. 
 
Heavy truck traffic like that found on I-5 causeôs 
joints to wear out faster, McCormick said. 
Both directions of the freeway are expected to 
remain open during the joint repairs, although travel 
in either direction might be reduced to a single lane 
at times, DOT spokeswoman Patty Michaud said. 
 
"We want to remind people this is an active 
construction zone and to slow down, because we still 
have workers out there," Michaud said. 
 
On weekdays, southbound lanes on the stretch of I-5 
are scheduled to be closed from 8 p.m. to 4:30 a.m. 
north bound lanes are scheduled to be closed from 9 
p.m. to 6 a.m. 
 
On Fridays and Saturdays, southbound lanes are 
scheduled to close at 9 p.m. and northbound lanes 
are planned to close at 10 p.m. Lanes are scheduled 
to be reopened by 8 the following mornings. 
 
 
 
 
 

Travelers' Laptops May Be Detained 
At Border  
No Suspicion Required Under DHS Policies  
By Ellen Nakashima 
Washington Post Staff Writer 
Friday, August 1, 2008; Page A01  

Federal agents may take a traveler's laptop or other 

electronic device to an off-site location for an unspecified 

period of time without any suspicion of wrongdoing, as 

part of border search policies the Department of 

Homeland Security recently disclosed. 

Also, officials may share copies of the laptop's contents 

with other agencies and private entities for language 

translation, data decryption or other reasons, according to 

the policies, dated July 16 and issued by two DHS 

agencies, U.S. Customs and Border Protection and U.S. 

Immigration and Customs Enforcement. 

"The policies . . . are truly alarming," said Sen. Russell 

Feingold (D-Wis.), who is probing the government's 

border search practices. He said he intends to introduce 

legislation soon that would require reasonable suspicion 

for border searches, as well as prohibit profiling on race, 

religion or national origin. 

DHS officials said that the newly disclosed policies -- 

which apply to anyone entering the country, including 

U.S. citizens -- are reasonable and necessary to prevent 

terrorism. Officials said such procedures have long been 

in place but were disclosed last month because of public 

interest in the matter. 

Civil liberties and business travel groups have pressed the 

government to disclose its procedures as an increasing 

number of international travelers have reported that their 

laptops, cell phones and other digital devices have been 

taken -- for months, in at least one case -- and their 

contents examined. 

The policies state that officers may "detain" laptops "for a 

reasonable period of time" to "review and analyze 

information." This may take place "absent individualized 

suspicion."  

The policies cover "any device capable of storing 

information in digital or analog form," including hard 

drives, flash drives, cell phones, iPods, pagers, beepers, 

and video and audio tapes. They also cover "all papers and 

other written documentation," including books, pamphlets 

and "written materials commonly referred to as 'pocket 

trash' or 'pocket litter.' " 



 

 

Travelers' Laptops May Be Detained At 
Border (continued) 
Reasonable measures must be taken to protect business 

information and attorney-client privileged material, the 

policies say, but there is no specific mention of the 

handling of personal data such as medical and financial 

records. 

When a review is completed and no probable cause exists 

to keep the information, any copies of the data must be 

destroyed. Copies sent to non-federal entities must be 

returned to DHS. But the documents specify that there is 

no limitation on authorities keeping written notes or 

reports about the materials. 

"They're saying they can rifle through all the information 

in a traveler's laptop without having a smidgen of 

evidence that the traveler is breaking the law," said Greg 

Nojeim, senior counsel at the Center for Democracy and 

Technology. Notably, he said, the policies "don't establish 

any criteria for whose computer can be searched."  

Customs Deputy Commissioner Jayson P. Ahern said the 

efforts "do not infringe on Americans' privacy." In a 

statement submitted to Feingold for a June hearing on the 

issue, he noted that the executive branch has long had 

"plenary authority to conduct routine searches and 

seizures at the border without probable cause or a 

warrant" to prevent drugs and other contraband from 

entering the country. 

Homeland Security Secretary Michael Chertoff wrote in 

an opinion piece published last month in USA Today that 

"the most dangerous contraband is often contained in 

laptop computers or other electronic devices." Searches 

have uncovered "violent jihadist materials" as well as 

images of child pornography, he wrote. 

With about 400 million travelers entering the country each 

year, "as a practical matter, travelers only go to secondary 

[for a more thorough examination] when there is some 

level of suspicion," Chertoff wrote. "Yet legislation 

locking in a particular standard for searches would have a 

dangerous, chilling effect as officers' often split-second 

assessments are second-guessed." 

In April, the Ninth Circuit U.S. Court of Appeals in San 

Francisco upheld the government's power to conduct 

searches of an international traveler's laptop without 

suspicion of wrongdoing. The Customs policy can be 

viewed at: 

http://www.cbp.gov/linkhandler/cgov/travel/admissability/ 

search_authority.ctt/search_authority.pdf.  

 

 

 
 

HEY ~ HEY ~ HEY 
We are going to have a special day  

 

For YOU our super special truckers  

Here at Smokey Point Distributors  

 

We wanted to honor you our crew  

And just simply say THANK YOU!!!  

 

Driverõs appreciation day 

August 28 th 2008 

Lunch time  

Lunch will be provided  

 

Gifts will be given  

And lunch will be eaten  

For those of you out on the highway  

We will give you your gift another day  

 
(Hint on gifts, its Douglas Adam themed) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

GATE KEY REMINDERS! 

 
The following people still need to get with me so I 

can issue their gate keys. 

 

DRIVERS: 
Burke, Peter 

Carswell, Scott 

Carver, Dane 

Coultas, Steve & Kim 

Estabrook,Gordon 

Long, Bill & M.Jane 

Long, Terry 

Martinez, Al 

Metzger, Gregori Dallas 

Parnell, Kyle 

Reich, Phillip 

Salyer, Jess 

Speek, Joseph 

 

OFFICE AND SHOP 

 

Dietrich, Derek 

Fuller, Troy 

Green, Dan 

O'Neal, Bob 

Paice, Dick 

Testa, Ailton 

VanPelt, Robert 

  Zwieg, Brian 

 

we have installed new locking gates at the SPD 

yard to make it a more secure area for our loads 

and trucks. We have done this as part of our C-

TPAT Certification. Many of our customers are 

now part of the C-TPAT (Customs-Trade 

Partnership Against Terrorism) security 

Partnership.  

 

The new gate is located on the North West side of 

the yard and it will be open during business hours. 

To open the gate after hours, on weekends and 

during holidays you will need to wave your card, 

which we will assign to you, on the front of the gate 

unit.  You might wish to put your code number in 

your phone in case you forget your card in your 

truck, this way you can just punch in the code and 

the gate will open. You really should keep your card 

on you if you leave the yard, or else you will not be 

able to re-enter the yard.  

 

When you are on your way into the yard and it is 

the weekend or after hours you MUST use the 

north gate. You will need to pull in as far you can. 

Turn on your flashers then get out of your truck 

and wave your card or put in your number, the 

gate will then open. There is a magnetic strip in 

the ground that will register that there is a piece of 

equipment at the gate. This also applies when 

exiting the yard, the strip will pick up that there is 

equipment close to it. This will give you plenty of 

time if you must wait on traffic before pulling out.  

 

Even with this strip registering that there is 

equipment close by, you should still make a habit 

out of looking in your mirror at the gate to make 

sure it has not malfunctioned and is trying to close 

on you. Make a habit of checking this before you 

move out on to the road way. 

After you have left the entrance, the gate will 

close automatically. 

 

If you have not done so already, please see Liz in 

the trailer so we can get a card assigned to you.  

Once you have a card assigned to you, please 

keep it in a safe spot and do not lose it. If we have 

to issue another card due to it being lost or stolen, 

you will be charged a card fee of $25.00. 

 


