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      Happy Birthday 
“In childhood, we yearn to be grown-ups.  In old 
age, we yearn to be kids.  It just seems that all 
would be wonderful if we didn't have to celebrate 
our birthdays in chronological order.”  ~Robert 
Brault  
 

Ò Duane Martinson Aug 4th 

Ò Kris Martin  Aug 10th 

Ò Troy Fuller       Aug 12th 

Ò Renee Osborne Aug 16th 

Ò Chris Zondlo    Aug 19th 

Ò Robert Adams  Aug 21st 

Ò Robert Williams Aug 29th 

Ò Mark Nomeland Aug 30th 

 

Happy Anniversary 
 

“A successful person is one who can lay a firm 
foundation with the bricks that others throw at 
him or her.”  ~David Brinkley  
 

Ò Tyler Johnson    1 Yr  Aug 25th 

Ò Joseph Weber    1 Yr  Aug 14th 

Ò Robert Adams   2 Yrs Aug 14th 

Ò Elizabeth Arellano  2 Yrs Aug 30th 

Ò Nate Herron   2 Yrs Aug 6th 

Ò Jeff Hillyer              2 Yrs Aug 7th 

Ò Kim Hillyer        2 Yrs Aug 7th 

Ò John Surber    2 Yrs Aug 7th 

Ò Robin Surber    2 Yrs Aug 7th 

Ò Russ Kemner    3 Yrs Aug 10th 

Ò Lisa Leoso    4 Yrs Aug 18th 

Ò Michael Barela   6 Yrs Aug 26th 

Ò Chris Tauzin    10 Yrs Aug 2nd 

 

 

 

Study: Texting while driving more 
dangerous for truckers 

(CNN) -- Truckers who text while driving are 23 times more 

likely to crash or get into a near-wreck than an undistracted 

driver, while car drivers face the greatest danger when 

dialing their cell phones, a transportation study found. 

 
The likelihood of a crash due to texting disproportionately affects 

truckers, according to a new study.  

The likelihood of a crash due to cell-phone use 

disproportionately affected truckers in comparison with car 

drivers, according to the study by the Virginia Tech 

Transportation Institute. 

When dialing, the chance of an accident for a truck driver is 

5.9 times more likely versus 2.8 times more likely for a car 

driver, the study found. If a trucker reaches for an electronic 

device, the crash risk is 6.7 times as high, while the risk for 

a car driver is 1.4 times as high, it showed. 

Truckers only fared better while talking or listening on a cell 

phone, with the increased risk one time more likely 

compared with 1.3 times for a car driver. 

Researchers viewed video footage from cameras inside of 

vehicles to look at how drivers engaged with the road while 

using their cell phones, said Rich Hanowski, director of the 

transportation institute's Center for Truck and Bus Safety. 



 

 

The study was based on research from 2004 to 2007, he 

said.  

Hanowski attributed the high risk of text messaging for 

truckers to drivers looking at their cell phones and not at 

the road.  

Text messaging, as you can imagine, if you're engaged in a 

text message it draws your eyes away from the forward 

roadway," Hanowski told CNN on Tuesday. 

"From the study that we did, we found that it was almost 

five seconds out of a six-second window that we were 

looking at that the driver's eyes were off the forward 

roadway, so that's a tremendous amount of time driving at 

highway speeds and a lot of opportunity in that period of 

time to get into trouble." 

A news release on the study put Hanowski's point into 

perspective: If a highway driver takes his eyes off the road 

for even 4.6 seconds, it "equates to a driver traveling the 

length of a football field at 55 mph without looking at the 

roadway." 

Because of the increased dangers associated with cell 

phone use while driving, the Virginia institute suggests that 

drivers avoid using phones while driving, even if they are 

communicating with a hands-free phone, which lessens 

risk, the news release said.  

Researchers also recommend that newly licensed teen 

drivers not use phones while driving and that texting be 

banned. 

"With regards to texting, it's really kind of a no-brainer," 

Hanowski said. "And I should point out we're scientists, 

we're not legislators, but when you see these kind of 

findings with regard to this level of risk, texting certainly 

should be banned. There's just no question; there's no 

redeeming factors associated with why a driver would be 

able to text and drive." 

Texting has been linked to a few high-profile crashes 

recently. The operator of a Boston, Massachusetts, trolley 

was indicted in July on a charge of gross negligence after 

he admitted to texting seconds before a collision with 

another trolley, according to the Suffolk County district 

attorney and a National Transportation Safety Board 

official. The May accident injured 62 people, the  

Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority said. 

In September, a commuter train engineer missed a stop 

signal while trading text messages with a friend, leading to 

a collision with a freight train that killed 25 people in 

California, according to federal investigators. The accident 

injured 101 people.  

 

Sudoku!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://topics.cnn.com/topics/Cellular_Phones
http://topics.cnn.com/topics/U_S_National_Transportation_Safety_Board


 

 

Ask The LawÊ - 
August 2009 

Questions about Roadside Inspections, 
Logbooks and More Answered by law 

Enforcement Officials (as of Aug. 2009) 

Warning: Laws are subject to change without notice. 
These interpretations were made on July 10, 

2009Brought to you as a public service by Olô Blue, USA 
and 10-4. Submit your questions to 

www.askthelaw.org 
 

USING SPLIT SLEEPER BERTH RULE 

Q: When I split my sleeper berth time, does the first part of  
the split have to be 8 hours or can it be 2 hours?   Thanks ï 

Mark in Ohio 

A: Provided by Senior Trooper Monty Dial (Ret.), 

Texas Highway Patrol, Commercial Vehicle 
Enforcement Division, Garland, Texas: This has long 

been debated that because the example shown in the DOT 
Regulations Part 395.1 shows the 8 hour break first, followed 

by the 2 hour break, that that is the only way you can use 
the split sleeper berth provision.   There is no truth to that.   

It doesnôt matter which comes first, as long as you have a 
sleeper berth break that is at least 8 hours and no more than 

10 hours, and another break that is at least 2 hours but less 

than 10 hours either in the sleeper berth, off duty, or a 
combination of sleeper berth and off duty.   Just remember 

that the shorter break is going to count against your 14 total 
duty hours while the 8 hour sleeper berth break stops your 

14 total duty hours.   Also remember that the driving hours 
on each side of either break cannot exceed 11 hours total 

before stopping and taking the next break.   The only way to 
re-establish a full 11 hours driving or 14 hours total duty 

time is immediately following a complete 10 -hour break.  To 

see our new logbook presentation online, log onto 
www.cdlsafety.org and then click on the ñ2009 Hours of 

Service Flash Slideshow from Olô Blue, USAò. 

CMV ROADSIDE INSPECTIONS 

Q: Can a DOT Officer or any other law enforcement official 

just pull you over  to inspect you, or do they need to have 
probable cause?  Thank you for your time ï C.E. in Louisiana 

A: Provided by Senior Trooper Monty Dial (Ret.), 

Texas Highway Patrol, Commercial Vehicle 
Enforcement Division, Garland, Texas: Any DOT 

Officer/Inspector can stop a CMV at any time to see if the 
driver and/or vehicle are in compliance with the DOT 

Regulations (Parts 383, 390-397).  They do not need any 

probable cause. 

ADDRESS REQUIREMENTS ON LOGS 

Q: One of our terminals in California recently went through a 

BIT inspection and we received the following citation: 13CCR 
1213(e)(7) Driver Record of Duty Status is incomplete ï 

record does not include the main office address.  Our 
companyôs logs are all pre-printed with only the city and 

state as the main office address.  In the past 15 years of 
doing business we have never had a driver cited or has our 

company been cited during past audits (federal and CA) for 

not having the full address on the lo gs.  Is the full address 
now required on logs?  Thanks ï Jim in Nevada 

A: Provided by Officer James Portilla, California 

Highway Patrol, Commercial Vehicle Section, 
Sacramento, California: A city and state only would not 

be sufficient for a main office address.   Title 49 Code of 

Federal Regulations Part 395.8 and Californiaôs Title 13 are 
the same when it comes to required entries on a log page.   

49 CFR Part 394.8 specifically states ñMain Office Addressò 
as a required entry.  Blackôs Law Dictionary defines address 

as ña place where mail or other communication will reach a 
person.ò  The rule does allow for a city and state only entry 

when a driver is documenting his location when making  a 
duty status change. 

~ The Ask The LawÊ programs are an ongoing educational 
effort between Olô Blue, USAÊ and commercial law 
enforcement agencies.  Founded in 1986, Olô Blue, USA is a 
non-profit organization dedicated to highway safety 
education and to improving relations between the motoring 
public, law enforcement and commercial drivers.  ñAsk The 
Lawò is a registered trademark of Olô Blue, USA.  This 
column is copyrighted by Olô Blue, USA.   
Warning: Laws are subject to change without notice.  
These interpretations were made on 7/10/09. 
Copyright © 2009 10-4 Magazine® and Tenfourmagazine.com  PO Box 
7377 Huntington Beach, CA, 92615 tel. (714) 378-9990  fax (714) 962-
8506 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.askthelaw.org/
http://www.olblueusa.org/askthelaw/TrooperDial.html
http://www.cdlsafety.org/
http://www.olblueusa.org/askthelaw/TrooperDial.html
http://www.olblueusa.org/askthelaw/officer_portilla.html


 

 

UPCOMING SHOWS 
& 

EVENTS 
WAUPUN TRUCK-N-SHOW 
August 7 & 8, Waupun, WI 

This 20th annual event, held at the Waupun Community 

Center, features a truck beauty competition, a light parade 
through the center of town, live music, vendor booths, great 

food and lots of family fun.   On average, there are over 400 
trucks at this show each year!  Admission and parking are 

free.  Call (920) 324-9985 or visit them online at 
www.waupuntrucknshow.com. 

CARLISLE ALL-TRUCK NATIONALS 

August 7-9, Carlisle, PA 

This event, held annually at Carlisle Fairgrounds in Carlisle, PA 
is one of the largest all -truck events in the country.   Featuring 

all types of trucks including big rigs, mini trucks, classics and 
lifted 4X4s, this show is known to have up to 2,000 trucks in 

attendance.  With many contests, special events and a huge 
swap meet, there is something for everyone.   For more 

information call (717) 243 -7855 or visit their website at 
www.carsatcarlisle.com. 

GREAT SALT LAKE TRUCK SHOW  
August 13-15, Lehi, UT 

This annual charity show will be held at Thanksgiving Point, a 
neat outdoor facility just 30 minutes south of Salt Lake City 

(exit 284 from I -15).  Hosted by show founder Jeff England, 
this show raises money and awareness about kidney disease 

and helps send young transplant and dialysis patients to 

ñKidney Kampò in the mountains.  For more information, call 
Jeff at (800) 877 -1320 or Doyle Elison at (208) 251-0987 or 

visit the showôs website at www.saltlaketruckshow.com. 

GREAT AMERICAN TRUCKING SHOW * 
August 20-22, Dallas, TX 

Held at the Dallas Convention Center, this annual show has 
grown each year over its ten year history, and is now 

considered to be the second largest trucking show in the 

industry.  Featuring plenty of on -site truck parking, trucking 
seminars, workshops, the best free country music concerts and 

other events, GATS should be added to your schedule if it isnôt 
already on it.   For more information call (888) 349 -4287 or 

visit them online at www.gatsonline.com. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

CALLING ALL 

LOOSERS!  

 

Is anyone interested in losing weight 

and loosing if for some cold hard 

CA$H? 

Starting Sept 1 st if anyone is interested 

there will be a $10.00 òbuy inó and 

òweigh inó per person. 

All Email There will be two categories.  

The time frame is 12weeks/3 months  

Sept, Oct, & Nov ð weigh in DEC 1 st- 5th  

(Weigh in will be a over a weekõs time due to drivers 

schedules)  
WHOM ever looses the most weight 

within that time frame will be crowned 

the òSPDõs Biggest Looseró 

Incentives:  
Right in time for the Holidays  

Great way to get healthy  

Have a support group  

Share recipeõs & work out tips for on 

the road  

AND 

Win some money!!!  

 

Weight loss will be posted due to 

money involved.  
(There will be a bi weekly òweigh in required ó to 

make sure you are losing!!!) 

 

Please contact Dana if you are 

interested or have any questions.  

http://www.waupuntrucknshow.com/
http://www.carsatcarlisle.com/
http://www.saltlaketruckshow.com/
http://www.gatsonline.com/

