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Happy Birthday  
 ñAlthough it is generally known, I think it's about 
time to announce that I was born at a very early 
age.ó -- Groucho Marx.  

Ò Linn McCormack Jan 1th 

Ò Dane Carver  Jan 3rd 

Ò Cliff Knowles  Jan 11th 

Ò Rex Kasper  Jan 13th 

Ò Virgil Perry  Jan 13th 

Ò Ken Milton  Jan 15th 

Ò Ethan Magill  Jan 19th 

Ò Russ Wallace  Jan 26th 

 

Happy Anniversary 
 
ñEnjoy the little things in life, for one day  you may 
look back and realize they were the big things.ó 
-- Antonio Smith 

 

Ò Dane Carver  1 Year 

Ò Jaimee Carabello 1 Year 

Ò Cliff Knowles  2 Years 

Ò John Hoffman  2 Years 

Ò Larry Webb  2 Years 

Ò Twylene Webb 2 Years 

Ò Peter Burke  7 Years 

 

 
 
 
 

Bravos!  
 
 I would like to say Thanks to Joe Weber, who has a 

ceramic heater between his seats of his truck to use 

for heat when in the yard. Also Thanks to Jason 

Blakely who has just recently started using a ceramic 

heater in his truck.  Both drivers are really trying to 

not idle their trucks while in the yard for heat, and we 

thank you for that. ~ Mike 

 

Thank you to Nate Herron from Tito McCormack for 

rescuing my parents so they wouldn't yell at me 

during their frustration with their crummy tarped 

load. You are the best! 

*Driv er Alert *  

Idling Trucks While In The Yard.  

There are various plugs throughout the yard which 

can be used to plug in ceramic heaters. At the base of 

each pole which has a yard light at the top you will 

find a plug. Feel free to buy an extension cord and 

make use of them. We do ask that if a socket is in 

use, please do not unplug someone else. 

 

                       IDLE TIME and you!  

An idling engine can burn somewhere between half a 

gallon to one and a half gallons per hour, depending 

on the engine idle rpm and accessories in use, like the 

air conditioner or heater. Drivers can minimize 

warm-up times by idling only during pre-trip 

inspections and filling out their logbooks. Once the 

coolant temperature gauge starts to rise off the peg,  

 

itôs okay to start moving the truck. Just be easy on the 

throttle until the engine reaches normal operating 

temperature. The engine will warm up much quicker 

and the transmission, wheel bearing and rear end will 

warm up at the same time. 



 

 

Driver Spotlight!  

January 2009  

Highlighted driver of the month:  

Graham òBinkyó Binks 

 
Graham has worked at SPD twice and this last 

pass through he has been here for about 4years.  

 

Graham started his driving career at the age of 

18 in Perth Western Australia, where he was born 

and raised.   

 

Graham has driven truck for many industries 

such as the Oil, Logging, heavy highway, and 

also small and large construction companies. 

He has worked from Alaska to Australia and has 

seen a lot of the world.  

 

He has a wide variety of interests such as ho rse 

training, crabbing, getting tattoos, being a 

ladiesõ man, and of course riding his 2007 Super 

Glide Harley Davidson with his signature patch 

stating he is the òThunder from Down Underó. 

 

Graham resides in Mount Vernon WA, but has a 

home in Butte Montan a that he rents out.  

 
Graham prefers to run back n forth to Florida, 

however due to his cruel dispatcher, Dana, most 

of the time that doesnõt happen. J 
 

 
 

 
2008 Driver Awards! 

 
The following drivers were awarded 1 year safe driving: 

Bagshaw, Ian Blakeley, Deborah Blakeley, Jason 
Clark, Bill Coultas, Kim Coultas, Steve 
Gerke, Frank Herron, Nate Hillyer, Jeff 
Hillyer, Kim Hoffman, John Huffman, Mark 
Kemner, Russ Knowles, Cliff Martin, Donavan 
McCormack, Linn Metzger, Gregori Osborn, Nolan 
Putnum, Lynn Putnum, Vic Schmitten, Tracy 
Surber, John Surber, Robin Webb, Kricket 
                                     Zondalo, Chris 

 
 
The following drivers were awarded 2 years of safe driving: 

Binks, Graham Esabrook, Gordon 

. 
The following Drivers were awarded 3 years of safe driving: 

Gildersleve, Glen McCormack, Jerry Pilon, Mitchell 
Romero, Rick   

 
The following drivers were awarded 4 years of safe driving: 

Barela, Mike Boresema, Scott Gaimster, George 
Green, Mike Green, Sheri Haberman, Randy 
Larson, Ray   

 
 
The following drivers were awarded 5 years of safe driving: 

Denser, Tom Dewey, Dave Lee, Gerard 
Perry, Virgil Saylyer, Jess Schmitten, Ronda 
Torgerson, Don   

 
 
The following drivers were awarded 6 years of safe driving: 

Burke, Peter Lacount, Linda Martinson, Duane 
Speek, Joe Wallace, Russ  
 
 
The following drivers were awarded 7 years of safe driving: 

Murray, Pat Murry, Sandra Lacount, Henry 
 
 
The following driver was awarded 9 years of safe driving: 

Zenger, Tim 
 
 
The following driver was awarded 12 years of safe driving: 

Killian, Lamont 



 

 

 
 
 

 

 

Driver of the Year:  

Chris Zondlo  

Pride of the Fleet :  

Vic & Lynn Putnam  

  

Team of the Year :  

Henry & Linda 
LaCount  

  

110% Club :  

Altion Testa  

  

Employee of the Year :  

Lisa Upton  

We would like to congratulate all the safety 
award and year-end award winners. Dedication 
to hard work and safety is what helps make SPD 
the successful company that it is. Without the 
wonderful, dedicated staff SPD would be an 
empty building and a yard full of trucks. Itôs the 
people that make this company what it is, the 
people that keep it running, and the people that 
light the bright future. 
 
A huge round of applause for all the award 
winners! Thank you again for all that you put into 
this company to make it what it is today, we 
couldnôt do it without you! 

Despite drop in fuel costs, 
truckers still struggling  

by Cole Waterman | The Saginaw News  
 

The cost of diesel fuel continues to drop, but that 
doesn't mean the backbone of America is getting any 
straighter.  
 
In March, diesel fuel hit a record high of $4 per gallon. 
As a result, the truckers who depend on diesel to haul 
goods across the nation saw their profits dwindling as 
they struggled to keep fuel in their tanks. 
 
"We can't buy extra groceries, can't go to the places we 
used to go," said independent trucker and owner of BB 
of Auburn, Bill T. Bateson in March. "It cuts into 
everything. I can't take my kids to the movies or to 
Saginaw Spirit games like I used to." 
 
The U.S. Department of Labor reports 9 percent of 
America's estimated 3.4 million truckers are 
independents -- self-employed owner-operators 
responsible for their own fuel costs. 
 
As of Friday, Nov. 28, the cost of diesel in mid-
Michigan had fallen to $2.95, not a great decline 
compared to regular unleaded gasoline, which is now 
$1.68 compared to over $4 this summer. 
 
"Diesel fuel takes less refining than gasoline," said D. 
Brent Murray of Midland, who formerly worked in the 
petroleum industry and now is a training, safety and 
compliance consultant with the Baker College of Flint 
Truck Driving School, a job requiring him to closely 
monitor gasoline prices. "There's no sense in it being so 
high."  
 
The reason for diesel remaining so relatively high is 
often credited to a higher world demand, as most cars 
in Europe run on diesel, Murray said. 
 
"We do our own refining (in America), so what they do 
in Europe should not affect what we do here in the 
U.S.," Murray said. 
 
Murray also owns Brent Murray Consulting in Midland.  
Despite the lowering cost of diesel, that doesn't mean 
truckers' problems are also dwindling.  
 
"Now the problem in Michigan is there's not that much 
truck traffic as there used to be," Murray said. "A lot of 
the industry has left Michigan.  
 
"I train students to become truck drivers, and a lot of 
companies are not recruiting up here in Michigan 
anymore because business is down." 
 
 



 

 

ATA Releases American Trucking 

Trends 2008 ï 2009  
 

ARLINGTON, Va. ï The American Trucking Associations 
announced today the release of American Trucking 
Trends 2008-2009, an annual state of the industry report. 
This trucking industry almanac provides essential industry 
data that motor carriers need to make sound business 
decisions, especially in tough economic times.  
  
ñThis report highlights the essential role that safe, reliable 
and efficient motors carriers play in our nationôs 
economy,ò said ATA President and CEO Bill Graves. 
ñNearly every good consumed in the United States is put 
on a truck at some point. Americans need to keep in mind 
that the national economy is directly linked to an effective 
transportation industry,ò he said.     
  
According to American Trucking Trends 2008-2009 the 
industry continues to be a major employer in the United 
States. In 2007, there were 8.9 million people employed in 
trucking-related jobs; nearly 3.5 million were truck 
drivers.      
  
Additional highlights from the report include statistics that 
indicate the trucking industryôs important role in domestic 
and international commerce. In 2007, trucks transported 
57.8 percent of the value of trade between the United 
States and Canada, up 3.4 percent from the previous 
year, and transported 66.2 percent of the value of trade 
between the United States and Mexico, up 4.8 percent. At 
present, Canada and Mexico rank No. 1 and No. 3, 
respectively, in terms of U.S. trade partners.   
  
American Trucking Trends 2008-2009 reports that all 
trucks used for business purposes in 2006 logged 432.9 
billion miles. Class 8 trucks accounted for 139.3 billion of 
those miles, up from 130.5 billion in 2005. In addition, 
trucks consumed 53.9 billion gallons of fuel for business 
purposes and paid $37.4 billion in federal and state 
highway-user taxes. Commercial trucks make up 12.5 
percent of all registered vehicles, but paid 36.5 percent of 
total highway-user taxes in 2006. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Winter Olympic 
Games  

 
 

ALPINE MEDALS 
ATHLETES NATIONS 
BIATHLON OPENING 
BOBSLEIGH CEREMONIES 
BRONZE SILVER 
COMPETE  SKIING 
CROSS-COUNTRY SLALOM 
CURLING SNOWBOARDING  
DOWNHILL SPEED SKATING 
FIGURE SKATING TELEVISION 
FIVE RINGS TORCH 
FLAME WATCH 
GOLD  WINTER OLYMPIC  
ICE HOCKEY GAMES 
LUGE  
 
 
To answer the trivia question, look for a word or phrase that is hidden in 
the puzzle, but not in the word list. 
 
Trivia:  The official Olympic Motto is the Latin phrase: 
 ñCitius, Altius, Fortius.ò  What does it translate to in English? 
 
Answer: __________, __________, __________ 
 

 

Confusing traffic signs  
A cop pulls over a carload of nuns.  
 
Cop: "Sister, this is a 65 MPH highway -- why are you going so 
slow?"   Sister: "Sir, I saw a lot of signs that said 22, not 65."  
 
Cop: "Oh sister, that's not the speed limit, that's the name of the 
highway you're on!   Sister: Oh! Silly me! Thanks for letting me 
know. I'll be more careful.  
 
At this point the cop looks in the backseat where the other nuns 
are shaking and trembling.   
 
Cop: Excuse me, Sister, what's wrong with your friends back 
there? They're shaking something terrible.  
 
Sister: Oh, we just got off of highway 119.     


