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Happy Birthday  
 ñThere are three hundred and sixty-four days 
when you might get un-birthday presents ... and 
only one for birthday presents, you know.ò 
- Lewis Carroll 
 

Ò Bill Clark                       July 3
nd

 

Ò Graham Binks                       July 5
th
 

Ò Don Torgerson                      July 8
th
 

Ò Al Martinez                           July 9
th
 

Ò Kyle Parnell                       July 9
th
 

Ò Dan Madson                       July 10
th
 

Ò Scott Boersema                     July 21
th
 

Ò Donovan Martin           July 21
th
 

Ò Steve Coultas                        July 23
th 

 

Ò Tim Zenger                       July 24
th
 

Ò Mike Young                       July 25
th
 

Ò Bruce Thibault                      July 27
th
 

Ò Micha Stroud                        July 29
th
 

Ò Tom Denser                          July 30
th
 

Ò Ailton Testa                          July 31
th
 

 

 

Happy Anniversary 
Our gratitude and appreciation for your hard work 

and dedication surpasses words. Thanks! 

Ò Ian Bagshaw                 1 Year 

Ò Zach McGlothern         1 Year 

Ò Jason Blakeley              3 Years 

Ò Rick Romero               3 Years 

Ò Dave Dyke                    4 Years 

Ò Phillp Reich               5 Years 

Ò Dan Wikkala               23 Years 

 

 

 

 
 

Independence Day, or the Fourth of July, is the 

most important national holiday in the United States. 
It commemorates the formal adoption of the 
Declaration of Independence by the Continental 
Congress on July 4, 1776, in Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania. The declaration, written by a 
committee headed by Thomas Jefferson, is an 
eloquent statement of the American coloniesô 
intention to become an independent nation. It broke 
the formal ties between the colonies and Britain after 

the American Revolution had begun.  
 
The Independence Day celebration is a reminder of 
the ideals on which the nation was founded. Although 
the signing of the declaration was not completed until 
August 1776, the Fourth of July holiday has been 
accepted as the official anniversary of U.S. 
independence. It was not declared a legal holiday 
until 1941, however. Today it is celebrated in all 
states and territories of the United States. 

Early Independence Day Celebrations  
 
The first celebration took place in Philadelphia on 
July 8, 1776, four days after the Declaration of 
Independence was adopted. On that day the 
declaration was read aloud, city bells rang, and 
bands played. Within a few years the Fourth of July 
was observed throughout most of the new nation, 
although unti l 1783 the city of Boston, 
Massachusetts, commemorated Independence Day 
on March 5, the date of the Boston Massacre. An 
elaborate Fourth of July celebration was held in 
Philadelphia in 1788, following the ratification of the 

Constitution of the United States.  
Several important U.S. projects were started on 
Independence Day. Work on the Erie Canal in New 
York State began on July 4, 1817. Construction of 
the first railroad in the United States, the Baltimore 
and Ohio, was started on July 4, 1828. July 4 was 
the date selected in 1848 for laying the cornerstone 
of the Washington Monument in the U.S. capital.   



 

 

       BRAVOS! 
Teresa said, "Thank you Jen for all of your help and hard 
work! You are priceless!" 

Rex in Wichita KS, would like to thank Rick Romero & 
Clifford Knowles for all their help in picking up freight in 
Wichita. It has really helped him out! 
 

Chris Tauzin  would like to thank the Mccomicks for 
verifying before delivery on a questionable bill of lading if 
the load was COD or not as it wasn't clear if they needed 
to pick up a check or not.    Thanks for being on top of it 
and looking at your paperwork. 
 

I would like to thank Jaimee for the fantastic job she 

is doing in the Safety Department, I would be lost 

without her- Ken DeRocher 

 

A big thanks to Liz from Jen and Teresa for all the 

help and support she has given to us. We couldnôt do 

it without you. 
 

Dave Dyke would like to say : YES PLEASE LET 
SPYWEBMASTER KNOWS SHE IS ANNOYING AND I 
WANT THAT ON THE FRONT PAGE 

( Sorry dave that is not front page news, the Editor) 
 
 

 
 

For those of us who are still smokers, we need to 
pay attention to our cigarette butts once we are 
done. We cannot just toss them into the can 
outside; we need to make sure they are completely 
out before we dispose of them into the can. 
 
So far this can has caught fire 4 times now because 
one of us is not making sure their cigarette is 
completely out before placing it into the can. 
 
Please extinguish your smoke before you dispose 
of it. We do not need to set the planter box on fire. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

NEW GATE AT SPD 
 

If you have not noticed by now, SPD has a new 
gate system in place. During evenings, 
weekends and holidays, this gate will be 
locked.  Each driver will be assigned a key card 
that will allow you to exit and enter the SPD 
yard.  
 
We will be assigning key cards to each of you 
shortly.  You will need to keep this key card 
safe and with you. Look for more info on our 
new gate system coming to your box soon. 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 

 

Are You Prepared For 
Hands-Free Driving 

Laws? 
 

July 1 marks the state-wide 
enactment of the hands-free 

law in California and Washington. Using hand-held 
cell phones while driving will be banned. This law 
will affect 27.6 million licensed drivers. 

 

Key Facts about the Initiative  

 
According to the Cellular Telecommunications and 
Internet Association, there were over 254 million 
Americans with wireless devices as of February 
2008, compared with approximately 4.2 million in 
1990. 

 
The Insurance Institute of Highway Safety reports 
that six states (California, Connecticut, New Jersey, 
New York, Utah, and Washington) have a 
jurisdiction-wide ban on the use of hand-held cell 
phones while driving. Many more states are 

considering the ban. 

 
In July 2008, California and Washington will join the 
list of states enacting hands-free legislation, 
prohibiting cell phone use while driving. 
 
California drivers face fines of 
$20 for a first offence, and $50 
for each subsequent offense. 
Washington drivers face fines of 
$124 for each offense.  
 

Exceptions to the New Washington State Hands-

Free Law 
 
We have had many inquires on exceptions to the 
new Washington State hands-free law. Most of 
these questions have been about the use of two-
way radios. The prohibition against operating a 
moving vehicle while holding a wireless 
Communications device to one's ear does not apply 
to:  
 
(1) a person operating an authorized emergency 
vehicle, or a tow truck driver responding to a 
disabled vehicle;  
 
(2) a person using a wireless communications 
device in hands-free mode;  
 

Are You Prepared For Hands-Free Driving Laws? 
Continued: 
(3) a person using the device to report illegal 
activity, summon emergency help, or prevent injury 
to a person or property; or  
 
(4) a person using a hearing aid. The prohibition 
against operating a moving vehicle while holding a 
wireless communications device to one's ear does 
not restrict the operation of an amateur radio station 
by a person who holds a valid amateur radio 
operator license issued by the Federal 
Communications Commission. 
 
With the type of phones SPD has, you will only need to 
put your phone on speaker and use it as a two way. You 
do not need to buy anything extra if you use a SPD 
issued phone. 

 

            Just for Laughs!  
 

A 56 year old truck driver walked into a 
crowded waiting room and approached 

the desk..... The Receptionist said, "Yes 
sir, what are you seeing the Doctor for 
today?" 
 

"There's something wrong with my d*ck", he replied. 
The receptionist became irritated and said, "You 
shouldn't come into a crowded waiting room and say 
things like that." 
"Why not? You asked me what was wrong and I told 
you," he said. 
 
The Receptionist replied; "Now you've caused some 
embarrassment in this room full of people. You should 
have said there is something wrong with your ear or 
something, and discussed the problem further with the 
Doctor in private." 
 
The driver replied, "You shouldn't ask people 
questions in a room full of strangers, if the answer 
could embarrass anyone." 
 
The driver walked out, waited several minutes and 
then re-entered. The Receptionist smiled smugly and 
asked, "Yes??""There's something wrong with my 
ear", he stated. 
 
The Receptionist nodded approvingly and smiled, 
knowing he had taken her advice. "And what is wrong 
with your ear, Sir??" "I can't p*ss out of it," he replied. 
The waiting room erupted in laughter. 
Mess with truck drivers and you're gonnaô lose! 
 
 

http://cityflight.com/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2008/06/phone.jpg
http://cityflight.com/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2008/06/phone.jpg


 

 

 
Fuel card theft ring 
hitting trucking 
companies 
05:57 PM PDT on 
Wednesday, June 25, 2008 
By CHRIS DANIELS / KING 5 

News  

 
KENT, Wash. ï A 

handful of trucking companies 
believe someone is behind a major fuel heist in 
South King County using stolen fuel cards. The 
spree has racked up nearly $100,000 in charges.  
 
Jolyn Hamilton knew there was trouble back in 
April. Surveillance video shows a strange red jeep 
making the rounds of her Puyallup trucking 
company on consecutive days, followed by a break-
in.  
 
Her gas card was among the valuables stolen and 
used almost immediately on a fueling spree.  
"We got a fax showing the card has been used and 
had been used extensively," said Hamilton. Her gas 
account was guzzled again just a few days ago and 
she's now lost more than $5,000 on illegal 
purchases.  
 
"When they first used the card, they had three 
pumps going at the same time," said Hamilton.  
 
Rick Ransom says someone used his trucking 
company's card to pump $6,000 of fuel this month.  
 
"At the agreed to price, that's just shy of $30,000," 
said Ransom.  
 
Both companies say the purchases were done at a 
Petro-owned station in Kent. Another business also 
says their fuel card has been hit for roughly $70,000 
in illegal purchases, even though the card only has 
a 120 gallon limit.  
 
Kent Police confirm there is an active investigation 
and tell KING 5 News they believe this type of crime 
may be part of an underground network.  
 
Hamilton has her theory. "I think someone is 
stealing fuel to sell off."  
 
Petro's president says his company is cooperating 
with police and is working to install surveillance 
cameras at the station that was hit. There aren't any 
cameras there now. He says he blames some of 
these thefts in part on the fact people had their 
PIN's written on their gas cards. 

Parking  
 

We are having some issues with parking if you drive 
truck for SPD or you're an Owner Operator you 
should have only one car here.  
 
IF YOU WORK IN THE SHOP OR OFFICE THE 
SAME APPLIES. PLEASE REMOVE EXTRA CARS.  
 
 The parking in front of the shop is for local drivers 
and shop employees. Parking around office, either 
front or behind by the trailer is for Office personal.  
 
I'm sorry if your car is super nice and don't want 
some inconsiderate person to give you door dings 
but try to park next to another nice car and in such a 
manner that maybe they won't open the door into 
yours. (That does not mean taking up two places or 
park sideways).  
 
When you get done parking along the fence please 
throw all your trash that fell out either back into your 
car or into the green box at the North West corner of 
the shop. (Garbage dumpster). 
 
 We are always picking up trash out of the yard and I 
know that it is not all blowing in from the streets.  
 
Letôs all be a little more respectful of our workplace. 
 
Thank you all                                       Mike in shop 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

The Preachers v. Truckers in Heaven 
 
Three preachers died and went to heaven. While 
waiting for St. Peter to let them in a SWIFT and J.B. 
HUNT driver show up and St. Peter makes the 
preachers step aside. This baffled the preachers so 
they asked. ñWeôve been preaching the good word 
our whole life, and you make us step aside and let 
these truckers in before us?" St. Peter replied, "In 
their first year of driving they have scared "the hell" 
out of more people than you ever preached to." 
 
By: Art "TruckCentral" Barker 



 

 

Stories fro m the Road 
 

 
Running the I-5 corridor through Oregon if you're 
really lucky you can witness some of the 
Marshmallow Harvest. The Harvest runs April into 
May, and sometimes into June if conditions are 
right. This last trip out I got lucky, I run up on a 
flatbed hauling a load of yummy virgin white 
Mallows. My first thought was oh how delicious they 
would be. Late in the season Mallows taste so 
good, they heat up just enough to taste almost 
toasted. Toasted Mallows are so good; I remember 
many a campfire sticking those luscious mallows on 
a stick. Before being processed each Mallow can 
weigh up to 1000 pounds. After being Jet Puffed the 
Mallow can range in size anywhere from Desert to 
Campfire size.  
 
Mallows were discovered in the early 1900's and 
named after Farmer Mallow. Mallows fast grew into 
a holiday favorite, and a must at Campfires. 
Campfire Boys and Girls have loved them for years 
upon years. Campfire adults often use mallows to 
create tasty Smores.  A delicious combination of 
Chocolate, Gramcracker and Mallows. Go figure!  
 
It was exciting to see the Flatbed loaded with 

Mallows. I thought I would never see another.  
Now I have seen only two in almost 30 years on the 
road. Mallows are only harvested at certain times of the 
day and night. Mallows are not often seen traveling down 
the highway. I was so very surprised to come across 
such a sight. It also was a total surprise to see the truck. 
I have no idea how old it may have been. 
 
 
gearjammers 
thetruckersreport.com forum 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

EVIL Sudoku! 
Here is the puzzle. 

Good luck! 
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Hot tips   
for 

keeping  
cool!!!!  

  
 
 

ü Drink plenty of fluids (non-alcoholic), even if you are not 
thirsty 

ü Wear light-weight, loose-fitting clothing. 
ü Stay cool indoors. 
ü Schedule outdoor activities carefully and wear 

sunscreen. 
ü If you exercise outdoors, go in the morning or evening 

hours. 
ü Eat light, regular meals - avoid hot foods and heavy 

meals. 
ü Never leave anyone - infants, children, or pets - in a 

parked car. 
 

Remember to keep cool and use common sense. Drink plenty 
of fluid, replace salts and minerals, wear appropriate clothing 
and sunscreen, pace yourself, stay cool indoors, schedule 
outdoor activities carefully, use a buddy system, monitor those 
at risk, and adjust to the environment.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Truck loses load, blocks Smokey 
Point onramp 

By Krista J. Kapralos 
Herald Writer 

An onramp to I-5 at 172nd Street NW near Smokey Point could 
be closed until noon while crews collect nearly a dozen 40-foot 
steel pipes that tumbled off a flatbed truck there about 9 a.m. 
today. 
The truck was moving toward southbound I-5 on Exit 206 when it 
tipped over, Washington State Police spokesman Keith Leary 
said. The driver, a 53-year-old man from Snohomish, was taken 
to a hospital when he complained of back pain, but he's not 
seriously injured, Leary said. 
 
The driver was trucking the pipes, which together weighed 
59,000 pounds, between Arlington and Marysville for North 
American Pipe and Steel Co., Leary said. The load wasn't 
properly secured on the truck, Leary said, which led to the 
accident. Police will likely ticket the driver after an investigation is 
completed, Leary said. 
 
The truck is "hung up" on the onramp's guardrail, but crews plan 
to clear away the steel pipes before pulling the truck out, Leary 
said. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:kkapralos@heraldnet.com

