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Happy Birthday 
 “Watch the stars, and from them learn. To the 

Master's honor all must turn, each in its track, without 

a sound, forever tracing Newton's ground.” 

-- Albert Einstein 
 

 Bill Clark  July 3rd 

 Graham Binks  July 5th 

 Don Torgerson July 8th 

 Cindy White  July 15th 

 Scott Boersema July 21st 

 Donovan Martin July 21st 

 Steve Coultas  July 23rd 

 Michelle Ilgenfritz July 23rd 

 Anthony Linde July 23rd 

 Mike Young  July 25th 

 Tim Zenger  July 24th 

 Micha Stroud             July 29th 

 Tom Denser  July 30th 

 Ailton Testa  July 31st 

 

Happy Anniversary 
“As the flowers are all made sweeter by the sunshine 
and the dew, so is this old world is made brighter by 
the lives of folks like you.” -- Bonnie Parker 

 

 Rodney Ahearn  1 Yr  July 15th 

 Jaime Barrientos  1 Yr  July 7th 

 Ian Bagshaw   2 Yrs July 30th 

 Jason Blakeley  4 Yrs July 29th 

 Rick Romero   4 Yrs July 18th 

 Dave Dyke              5 Yrs July 14th 

 Dan Wirkkala                        24 Yrs July 7th 

 

 

 

 

   Bravos! 
 
Tracy Schmitten who drives truck # 3 gets a very big 

Great Job! from Mark Ross. Tracy delivered a shipment 

to MIT for OMAX not too long ago and here are some of 

the wonderful things that were said about him and his 

outstanding job.  

 

Mark Ross says “Our driver, Tracy has always provided 

our customers with top notch support and help where 

ever he can assist. This is the stuff testimonials are made 

of. It is always nice to hear positive things from our 

customers on behalf of the drivers." 

 

From Mike Tarkanian who is the Director of the new 

material Laboratory for MIT wrote this about Tracy, “A 

little note I wanted to pass on from our receiving dept, 

they really loved Tracy from Smokey Point Distributing. 

They said he was great through the whole process of 

figuring out what to do with the shipment and they were 

raving about what a great guy he was. I also thought 

OMAX might be happy to know that their shipments are 

in good, friendly hands." 

 

Pat Murray who is one of our owner operators’ driving 

truck # 529 got a Great Job! from one of Troy’s 

customers, PPM Technologies, Inc., Pepperidge Farms 

and Campbell Soup. Clarence Rogers from PPM Tech 

had this to say, “We did get out Friday night and Pat 

Murray delivered already this morning. SPD has made 

PPM look very good to Pepperidge farms and their 

owners Campbell Soup, Thank you very much”.  Also 

Marta H Mulyk from Pepperidge farms had this to say, 

“Thank you, the drivers did a great job!”  
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.quotemountain.com/fullsearch.php?searchtxt=Albert+Einstein


 

 

William H. Kuhlmann, DDS, MSD 

505 w. Main St., Suite 105 

Lewistown, MT 59457 

 

June 11, 2009 

 

Dear Sirs, 

I thought it appropriate to recognize one of your drivers, 

Jason Blakely, for his expertise and help. I really 

appreciated his assistance in delivering my two pallets 

from Classic Equine Equipment from Fredericktown, 

Missouri.  He certainly went beyond my expectations in 

assisting me to unload my merchandise in a safe and 

carful manner. He obviously has had much experience 

and concern for a job well done. Well, my 

recommendation is to “keep him”. He will help your 

business reputation immensely. My father had his own 

business repairing hydraulic equipment and when I 

worked for him, truck drivers would have no part in the 

unloading process. I know this to be the standard 

behavior. However, Mr. Blakely went well beyond what 

I anticipated. I sincerely appreciated all he did. 

 

Yours truly, 

 
 

Dr. William H. Kuhlmann, DDS, MSD 

962 High Meadows 

Lewiston, MT 59457 

 

More 
  Bravos! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
From COOL, Continental Owner Operators, Ltd. 
They have awarded Bill Long Trucking, truck 521 
with  2008 Half Year Safety Bonus  and Elk 
Mountain Transfer, better known to us as Kris & 
Sandy Martin truck , with 2008 Cash Bonus and 
Safety Award. 
 
Continental Owner Operators annually recognizes 
those drivers who have maintained and outstanding 
safety record of the past year. These awards are 
presented to drivers who maintain an active status 
with them and have no moving violations, or clams.  

Notes from     
the Shop 

 
Mike Young hours are 7:00 am to 

4:00 pm, Pacific Standard Time. If 
you need to talk to Mike after 4pm, 
please call cell phone # 425-508-

3953 Monday through 
Thursday. Friday nights and 

weekends you will need to call whoever is on call 
for the weekend. You can find out who is on call by 
checking your Qualcomm messages. 

 
FYI’s are not emergencies. Please refrain from 
calling, use the Qualcomm. Also there is no need to 
call and ask if mike got the Qualcomm. 
 

Dust in the Yard 
Drivers please continue to keep the speed down 
while in the yard and try and refrain from going 
between the shop and office with trucks.   
 

     Repairing Steer Tires 
Repairing steer tires is illegal!  Please do not have 
this done if it is on your steer tire. Your life and 
safety of everyone is riding on your steer tires. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Ask the Law™  
July 2009 

Questions about Oversize Loads, Idling 
in CA, Logbooks & More Answered by Law 

Enforcement Officials (as of July 2009) 

Warning: Laws are subject to change without notice. 
These interpretations were made on June 10, 2009 

Brought to you as a public service by 
 Olô Blue, USA and 10-4.  

Submit your questions to www.askthelaw.org 

RULES FOR DRIVING A COMPANY CAR 

Q: My trucking company wants to change my run as follows: 
they want me to meet a driver in Fairfield, VA, and then go 

off-duty for my ten hours.  I must then drive a company car 
from Fairfield about 75 miles to Roanoke (this drive time is 

included in my ten hours off-duty time) to pick up my truck to 
leave for Pittsburgh, PA.  Is this legal?  Thanks ï James in 

Virginia 

A: Provided by Jim Brokaw, formerly a Staff Sergeant 

with Nebraska State Patrol, Carrier Enforcement Div, 
Lincoln, NB: Including your time driving the company car as 

part of your 10 hours off-duty would not be legal according to 
the following interpretation for 49 CFR Part 395: Question 14: 

How must a CMV driver driving a non-CMV at the direction of a 
motor carrier record this time?  Guidance: If CMV drivers 

operate motor vehicles with GVWRôs of 10,000 pounds or less 

at the direction of a motor carrier, the FHWA (now the FMCSA) 
requires those drivers to maintain records of duty status and 

record such time operating as on-duty (not driving). 

 FLAGGING REEFER REFUELING TIME 

Q: If I am doing my 34-hour restart and under a frozen or cold 
load and my reefer needs fuel, can I put fuel in the reefer tank 

and log it (I know that I cannot put fuel in the tractor)?  This 

happened to me last summer ï it was 95 degrees outside and 
I was on my 32nd hour of my 34-hour restart, when my reefer 

began to run dry.  What would be the correct way to handle 
this?  Thank you ï Barb in Missouri 

A: Provided by Senior Trooper Monty Dial (Ret.), Texas 

Highway Patrol, Commercial Vehicle Enforcement 

Division, Garland, Texas: All time servicing a CMV must be 
logged as on-duty not driving (the trailer is also considered to 

be a vehicle).  If a driver is showing off-duty or sleeper berth 
and does any servicing of the CMV, they have broken their rest 

period ï even if it takes less than 15 minutes.  The driver is 
subject to being issued a citation and placed Out-of-Service for 

a false log.  In Part 395.2 there is an interpretation that states 

that a driver can just flag the city and state and show the 
amount of time taken without showing a duty status change, 

but to meet this interpretation, the driver must be on the 
driving line.  To avoid these problems, be sure that you have 

enough fuel in your reefer tank before starting your 34-hour 
rest period. 

 OVERSIZE LOAD REQUIREMENTS 

Q: Has anyone thought about endorsing oversize loads?  
Tanker and Haz-Mat both have set rules to follow which makes 

life easy.  Oversize laws are state by state, with drivers doing 
many changes to comply with different rules (speed limits, 

banner size, flag/light placement, etc).  Too many states have 
different rules.  Could I please have your thoughts on this 

matter?  Thank you ï David in Arizona 

A: Provided by Senior Trooper Monty Dial (Ret.), Texas 

Highway Patrol, Commercial Vehicle Enforcement 
Division, Garland, Texas: You have a very valid question, 

but, unfortunately, all oversize loads are at the discretion of 
each state you operate in.  I do agree with you that there 

should be one set of standards for oversize loads that should 
be uniform, regardless of the state that you are in.  Maybe this 

will happen in yours and my lifetime, but I would recommend 

that you donôt hold your breath!  

IDLING IN CA WITH A CPAP UNIT 

Q: I use a CPAP (Continuous Positive Airway Pressure) 
machine every night for my sleep apnea as required by the 

DOT.  I donôt know how I could live without it.  As a company 
driver, I do not have an APU on my truck.  Can a get a ticket 

or a fine if I idle my truck if Iôm in a state such as California?  

In order for my CPAP to run, I have to idle.  Thanks ï Michael 
in Michigan 

A: Provided by Officer James Portilla, California 

Highway Patrol, Commercial Vehicle Section, 
Sacramento, California: Currently, California emission 

regulations do not provide an exemption for the CPAP unit in a 

CMV.  For more information about idling with a CPAP unit, 
contact the California Air Resources Board at 1-800-363-7664. 

~ The Ask The LawÊ programs are an ongoing educational 
effort between Olô Blue, USAÊ and commercial law 
enforcement agencies.  Founded in 1986, Olô Blue, USA is a 
non-profit organization dedicated to highway safety education 
and to improving relations between the motoring public, law 
enforcement and commercial drivers.  ñAsk The Lawò is a 
registered trademark of Olô Blue, USA.  This column is 
copyrighted by Olô Blue, USA.  Warning: Laws are subject 
to change without notice.  These interpretations were 
made on 6/10/09 .Copyright © 2009 10-4 Magazine® and 

Tenfourmagazine.com PO Box 7377 Huntington Beach, CA, 92615 tel. 
(714) 378-9990  fax (714) 962-8506 

http://www.askthelaw.org/
http://www.olblueusa.org/askthelaw/SergeantBrokaw.html
http://www.olblueusa.org/askthelaw/TrooperDial.html
http://www.olblueusa.org/askthelaw/TrooperDial.html
http://www.olblueusa.org/askthelaw/officer_portilla.html


 

 

  
 

Jokes!  
 
 
A truck driver was driving along on the 

freeway. A sign comes up that reads "low 
bridge ahead." Before he knows it the bridge 

is right ahead of him and he gets stuck under 
the bridge.  Cars are backed up for miles. 

 
Finally, a police car comes up. The cop gets 

out of his car and walks around to the truck 
driver, puts his hands on his hips and says, 

"Got stuck, huh?"  
 

The truck driver says, "No, I was delivering 
this bridge and ran out of gas." 

Two tourists were driving through Louisiana. 

As they were approaching Natchitoches, they 
started arguing about the pronunciation of 

the town. They argued back and forth until 
they stopped for lunch. 

 
As they stood at the counter, one tourist 
asked the blonde employee, "Before we 

order, could you please settle an argument 
for us? Would you please pronounce where 

we are...very slowly?" 
 

The blonde girl leaned over the counter and 
said, "Burrrrrrrr, gerrrrrrr, Kiiiiing. 

Two elderly women were out driving in a 

large car-both could barely see over the 
dashboard. As they were cruising along they 

came to an intersection. The stoplight was 
red but they just went on through. The 

woman in the passenger seat thought to 
herself "I must be losing it, I could have 

sworn we just went through a red light."  
 

After a few more minutes they came to 
another intersection and the light was red 
again and again they went right though. This 

time the woman in the passenger seat was 

almost sure that the light had been red but 
was really concerned that she was losing it. 

She was getting nervous and decided to pay 
very close attention to the road and the next 

intersection to see what was going on.  
 

At the next intersection, sure enough, the 
light was definitely red and they went right 

through and she turned to the other woman 
and said, "Mildred! Did you know we just ran 

through three red lights in a row! You could 
have killed us!"  

 
Mildred turned to her and said, "Oh, am I 

driving?" 

 
 

 
 


