
 The Distributor 
 Smokey Point Distributing, Inc. 

September 2008 Volume V, Edition IX 

 
 

Happy Birthday  
 ñLast week the candle factory burned down. 

Everyone just stood around and sang Happy 

Birthday.ò ~ Stephen Wright 

Ò Dana Haugstad Sept  6
th
 

Ò Jason Blakely  Sept 10
th
 

Ò Liz Rasmussen Sept 14
th
 

Ò Ronda Schmitten Sept 14
th
 

Ò Larry Webb  Sept 14
th
 

Ò John Berry  Sept 23rd 

Ò Nate Herron   Sept 30
th
 

 

Happy Anniversary 
 òThere's nothing greater in the world than when 
somebody on the team does something good, and 
everybody gathers around to pat him on the 
back.ó ð Billy Martin  
 
Ò Micha Stroud    1 Year 

Ò Donovan Martin 1 Year 

Ò Glen Gildersleve 3 Years 

Ò Glenn Hammarstedt 3 Years 

Ò Sandra Strampher 3 Year 

Ò James Whittaker 5 Years 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Biggs Bridge  set to close 

for Winter 08/09  

 

 

The Biggs Rapids-Sam Hill Bridge over the 

Columbia River will be closed beginning September 

3 to allow for the completion of bridge deck 

replacement work. Itôs not known when Stage 2 of 

this work will be completed and the bridge 

reopened.  

 

The Washington State Department of Transportation 

schedule just shows construction to be completed 

sometime in ñWinter 2008/2009.ò The bridge had 

been open to traffic since May 19 following Stage 1 

work. Upgrades to the structure allowed it to be 

restricted to divisible load weight limits (no heavy 

haul loads), rather than the more severe restrictions 

in place since 2001. 

 

During this latest closure, truckers traveling north on 

US97 to Biggs need to go 20 miles west on I-84 to 

the US197 Dalles Bridge and then take WA14 to 

return to US97. For more information, call the 

WSDOT Columbia Gorge Office at 1-866-279-

0730. 

 

 



 

 

Bravos!  
 

ñMy continued appreciation to Jennifer and Liz for 

their help and supportò - Teresa 

 

Dallas Jr would like to thank Tim Zinger for helping 

un-tarp his load at Boeing.  Most drivers would drive 

on by, but he stopped to help.  

FYIõs 
Drivers MUST bring in paper work from the 

customers if there is any.  Acrowood is one 

company will have back up billing and we don't 

always get it. We need ALL paper work no matter 

how useless they may think it is and turn it in to 

us. 

 
Bill of Lading needs to be completely filled out with 

customer receiving load, it needs to be signed by 

customer and have their name printed under 

signature and date. It makes billing a nightmare, 

and if we cannot bill some customers on time, it 

makes receiving payment back from them even 

harder. Remember this is how the company makes 

money to pay you!! 

 

When coming into the office please be mindful of 

those working and try not to disrupt them from 

their jobs if your visit is not work related. Please 

understand our office is very small and it disrupts 

other employeeôs from their jobs when people 

come in and do unnecessary chit-chat. We have 

always had an open door policy and encourage 

everyone to bring issues to us; it is just the extra 

conversations which are distracting when people 

are focused on work issues. This is not saying you 

canôt come in and say HI how are you, but just be 

mindful that for us to get you loads and back out 

on the road we need as minimal disruptions as 

possible. This goes for setting up loads, for 

processing your payroll, etc.   

 

Weôve been having a problem with the dumpster 

becoming full a couple of days after garbage 

pickup, just a reminder to everyone to please not 

bring your garbage in from home. 

Tec Tips: 
Clear out your in-box every day 

 

Beat e-mail overload once and for all by emptying 

youôre in-box completely -- and keeping it that way.  

 

The "In-box Zero" philosophy says that e-mail 

messages are just calls to action -- not clutter that we 

need to hang on to. Create three folders or labels in 

your e-mail client: Action, Later and Archive. Each 

day when you check your e-mail, make a decision and 

do something with every new message you've 

received until you've moved them all out of your in-

box and reduced your message count to zero.  

 

Ruthlessly delete the messages you don't need, on the 

spot. Respond to the ones that will take less than two 

minutes. File messages that you want to keep for 

future reference in the Archive folder, those that will 

take longer than two minutes to reply to in Action 

(and add those to-do items to your list), and messages 

you need to follow up on at a subsequent date (such as 

Amazon shipment notifications) in Later.  

 

Then breathe a sigh of relief when you see that 

glorious declaration: "You have no new mail." 
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Unsecured Pipe Load Incident  
This was sent to us from Wendy Sturgeon, our RIS 

Agent.  She wanted to remind us all how important it 

is to properly secure loads and have a headache rack!  

When asked "Got 'er tight?" please do not say "I'm just 

going down the road a piece!"  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All of us have some impact in moving this 
type of product around either directly or 
indirectly. Sometimes pictures help bring 
home a point.  
 
Sometimes saying no prevents incidents 
like this one.  
 
Insist on properly securing loads no 
matter how short the trip.  

 

 

 

 

 

  

   

 
 

He didn't survive........ 


